
Together we grow as confident, 
connected, actively involved, 
enthusiastic, lifelong learners
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TERM FOUR
NEWSLETTER

Flight or fight? When faced with new and challenging 
circumstances these are our options.  As I write our end of 
year newsletter, I am contemplating a gift given to me by a 
close friend - a sign on my desk that reads "Run, Forest! 
Run!” I have to admit that the thought has crossed my mind, 
albeit briefly. The last three terms at Ahuroa have certainly 
presented new and challenging circumstances for me - full of 
enthusiasm and drive, keen to make my mark, to make a real 
difference to our kids and community - collided with the 
realities of being a first time principal faster than I had 
anticipated.   Flight or fight?   I kept my options open.   I 
bravely declared Ahuroa School was never going to be "my 
baby”; I was a temporary guardian only.   Yes, I actually said 

that.  It seems like a life time ago.  However, it’s only one of 
many comments that I will no doubt be reminded of again, 
as is the way of a small, rural school (I realise my South 
African heritage sometimes does not help); everything said 
and done hits the spotlight, is fully discussed, commented on, 
stored away for future reference.   What I have come to 
appreciate though, is that this is a process to treasure.  
Success, no matter how small, is acknowledged and 
celebrated, and potential areas for improvement are likewise 
acknowledged and given focus, even the small stuff.  I have 
come to consider this as an invaluable tool for continued 
growth - one I am extremely grateful for.  So flight or fight?  
Flight.  But not in the direction I initially contemplated.



In hindsight, there is of course a reason for the phrase "teething".  Yes, it hurts a 
bit - how can it not?  Yes, it's uncomfortable - understandably!  But sooner or 
later you're going to appreciate the outcome.  With only a week until the end of 
the term, my focus is already firmly set on next year; I can not wait to see the full 
outcomes of this years hard work take hold - and embrace the exciting new 
changes, and challenges, the year will hopefully bring.  

First though, let’s start with a few highlights from term four.

Our fourth annual Agricultural Day was our biggest and best yet.  As well as our 
traditional animals and garden entries, this year included new indoor and outdoor 
exhibits, a mammoth bake sale, BBQ lunch, fresh coffee, waffles and farmers 
market stalls.  Next year we will be offering space for fresh produce and 
handmade craft stalls for a small cover charge of $20, with all profits going to stall 
holders.  Please contact the school office to book your space.  Coming from a 
diary farmer background, there were obviously quite a few highlights, however my 
biggest highlight of the day was having the opportunity to connect with our wider 
community.  A massive thank you to all who helped make the day such a success.  

During week three, our ERO (Educational Review Office) visit provided the 
opportunity showcase the great school we have and the fantastic programmes we 
run.  We also welcomed the opportunity to take additional time to reflect, 
something we have been doing quite a bit of over the last three terms.  During 
their visit, ERO commented especially on the caring, friendly nature of our 
students and the passion for learning that they have.  Our final report will be 
available for viewing by the end of January.  We look forward to sharing it with 
you.

As part of their ongoing  Wai Care study, Berger and Sanderson whānau made 
the most of the opportunity to inspect our local stream to see what bugs are 
lurking below the surface.  The next part of the programme will involve going up 
to the Uys family farm and assessing the water quality at their dam, which is up 
stream from the school.

Next week, students from our Robotics club will be presenting their robotic 
prototypes to a panel of judges in a Dragon’s Den style competition.  As part of 
their design thinking project this term, students have identified a real world 
problem and designed a prototype to solve that problem.  Designs include a solar 
powered water purifier, a time travelling robot designed to stop war, an 
automated animal feeder for the SPCA, a robot that makes hot drinks for the 
blind, a road sealer to seal Ahuroa Road (yippee!), a rubbish collector for city 
streets and an automated cleaner to keep our Technology Room looking sharp.  
The winner will receive the Robotics Challenge Cup at our end of year prize 
giving.

We are all greatly anticipating this year’s Drama Club production “The Hysterical 
History of the Trojan War” being performed by Berger and Turnwald whānau 
students.  It’s a one night only event, so if you miss our prize giving evening 
(Monday 14th 6.30pm), you’ll miss our show.  A great deal of hard work has gone 
into this year’s show from students, staff and our amazing drama club leader 
Olyvia Meyer.   If last year is anything to go by, we’re in for a treat!

“… there is a reason for the phrase “teething”; yes, it hurts a bit - 
how can it not?  Yes, it's uncomfortable - understandably!  But 
sooner or later you're going to appreciate the outcome.” 

Ahuroa Radio @ 88.3 FM
If you live within a 5km radius of our school you can tune into our very own radio station. 

 We now also run a Radio Club, supported by Nik Massey, lead by our radio enthusiast students. 



This term Turnwald whānau carried out an excellent 
Persuasive Writing unit sparked by the rumour that I was 
“getting rid of the school pool due to the ongoing costs.”  
Although it created a bit of tension at school (and home) I 
was so thrilled to see the quality of their writing.  However, I 
am very happy to report that our newly painted and 
plastered pool is looking fantastic, and far from being closed, 
it is now ready for the summer season.  Keys are available 
for families and our community for $80 from the school 
office.  We are so fortunate to have this invaluable resource 
for our kids and community.  I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank you for the care and ownership you 
have taken of our pool over the last five years.  We have only 
had one small incident of vandalism - long may that 
continue! Ideally we would like all keys to be purchased 
before the last day of term (15 Dec), however I can be 
contacted via email during the holidays.

Berger whānau have continued to work with Cath Heald on 
Science based topics.  They have been carrying out 
experiments around the study of light, sound and heat 
waves, as well as learning about the workings of the human 
eye and ear.  Cath has generously offered to continue to 
share her science expertise next year - which we have 
gratefully accepted!

We have continued to be spoilt with delicious School 
Lunches every Friday - with thanks to our school angel 
Angela Gibson and Berger whānau students.  The term’s 
menu has included Thai Beef Salad, Pea and Pesto Beef 
Rissoles, Smoked Chicken Sausage Hot Dogs and Angela’s 
famous Cripsy Chicken.  The rewards of our new Technology 
Room! I am very happy to report that next year school 
lunches will continue.  Yippee!

All students had the amazing opportunity to participate in a 
Kids Can Cook Kitchen Show with chef Chris Fortune.  
Video footage can be viewed from our Facebook page.

On Friday we recognised our senior leavers, with a 
celebratory farewell lunch.  We are so very proud of the 
young adults they have become and take a moment to 
congratulate ourselves, our families and our community for 
the great job we have all done.  All the very best seniors!

This year we will be starting a new end of year tradition - a 
whole school beach day at  Wenderholm.  We are looking 
forward to a chance to relax and spend some quality down 
time with our staff, families and students. 

Over the last two terms, Nik and I have been spending some 
time visiting local Kindergarten’s and Play Centre’s in an 
effort to build relationships from the roots up.  As well as 
being able to give teachers and parents insight on the 
learning opportunities we can offer, we have received insight 
into how we can ease the transition for our new entrants.  
Next year we plan to work alongside Warkworth 
Kindergarten in a Discovery Learning programme at 
Scandrett Regional Park.

Although we will miss her terribly, we are very proud of 
Elaine, who has won a year’s study leave to finish her 
Masters in Counselling.  A huge achievement! 
Congratulations Elaine, we look forward to the knowledge 
and experience you will bring back to Ahuroa in 2017.  

With regret, Shayne will also be leaving us at the end of this 
year.  Shayne has had a significant impact on our school and 
students during his time here and will be greatly missed.  
Shayne has accepted a position at Dairy Flat School - we 
wish him and his family all the very best for the future.  



To help ease the transition into school, every Friday we open our new entrant to year 2, 

Reggio inspired, discovery learning program to all four-year-olds and their families.  Children 
are given opportunities to direct their own learning - based on their own interests - under the 
guidance of our junior teacher.  As well as growing their love of learning, four-year-old’s receive an 
invaluable ‘taste’ of school in a gentle, nurturing and caring way.  All are welcome! Tel 09 422 5898.

4 YEAR OLD
WHEN? 
Every Friday during the term 
11.00am-12.30pm

WHERE? 
Room 2, Sanderson Whãnau 
Ahuroa School

WHO? 
All 4-year-olds and their 
families are welcome!

COST? FREE!R DAYF SI

We recently had a visit from the 
Education Review Office (ERO). A visit 
from ERO is often seen in the same 
way as sitting an exam - cramming in 
preparation in the days before, a 
stressful time answering questions, 
weeks of waiting, followed by a passing 
or failing grade. 

In reality, a good visit from ERO is like 
good assessment at school. One of the 
most significant factors in improving 
achievement is getting lots of high 
quality, timely, feedback. Just as our 
fantastic teaching staff evaluate how 
well our kids are learning so that they 
can work with them to figure out how 
to best improve, ERO works with the 
school to figure out how we can do 
better. 

The last time ERO visited, honestly, it 
did have a bit of an exam feeling. We 
got some ticks for things well done, 
and some areas for improvement, and 
that was that. This time, I felt that ERO 
gave a lot of clarity as to the areas 
where the board and the school do 
well, was reassured that they identified 
the same areas needing improvement 
as Michelle, the other staff, and the 

board had, and, importantly, provided 
suggestions of tweaks that can be 
made, based on what has worked well 
for other schools. I left the final 
meeting with the reviewers feeling 
confident that their advice would 
provide real benefit to the school in 
the future, rather than worried about 
whether I should have chosen "all of 
the above" for question 4.

If you would like to play a part in 
improving the school at a governance 
level, please consider finding out more 
about what the board does and 
whether you might stand for a position 
in the 2016 general elections. The 
board is always looking for members 
that are passionate about improving 
the education that Ahuroa School 
offers. Come along to a board meeting, 
or email chair@ahuroa.school.nz, or 
contact the office to set up a coffee 
and chat.

Tony Meyer, Board Chair 

To check dates and times of our next 
board meeting, please phone the school 
office 09 422 5898.

From our 
Board of Trustees

December 2015



From Our Parents….

What is Discovery Learning?

As active participants, each child directs their own learning.

Children are allowed to follow their own interests. The teacher 
observes and notices what the children are interested in and then 
works with them to facilitate their further learning in this area. 

Teachers develop general goals and predict children’s responses to 
activities and projects so that they can prepare the environment. 
Then the children take over and the curriculum emerges. 

Through a Reggio approach much of the curriculum takes the form 
of projects, and those projects may come from children or 
teachers. Sometimes, an event or a problem may result in a project. 

Projects are actually intensive constructions of knowledge—studies 
conducted by children guided by adults or with adult resources.

In the Spotlight
Discovery Learning

Our 6 year old daughter currently attends Ahuroa School.  
When I thought about what I could write about our school, 
my own childhood memories came to life; I attended a school 
that had more than 600 students.  Besides my own teacher, 
nobody else knew who I was and, furthermore, who my parents
were. The first time I ever even talked to my principal was in 
year 8. 

What I love about Ahuroa school that it represents the total 
opposite. Due to its size it has a family feel, all teachers know 
my daughter and she has had many conversations with her 
principal, Michelle.

She feels safe at school and has become a confident little 
learner. School can take a lot out of little people, if they do not 
have the children’s interest in mind.

Here at our school they empower our children; if they put their 
mind to something, with practice they can make their dreams 
come true. She is striving in this environment.

We are also looking forward meeting the exchange teacher 
from Japan next year. We love the idea of providing kids with 
this fantastic exposure to another culture, at such an early age. 
We feel quite privileged to be part of Ahuroa school.

Cheers
Marta 



Why 2016 is going to be a GREAT year….

We have a number of exciting initiatives planned for next 
year that we think are going to provide amazing learning 
opportunities for all our students.

We have set a school wide theme for Term 1; “Who are 
we? Why are we? What makes us special?”  All students 
will be exploring topics related to this theme, which will 
include a number of exciting “outside the classroom” trips.

In Sanderson whānau, we will have our new entrants, year 
1’s and a couple of Year 2’s. Their programme will be focused 
on getting to know the basics of Reading, Writing and 
Numeracy. We will continue our work on Phonics, using 
Gaye Byers methodology, and enrich our writing 
programme through a solid Spelling Programme.  Our 
classroom will hold a sea of artwork as we continue to 
consolidate fine motor skills with lots of cutting, pasting and 
colouring. We will also be starting a Perceptual Motor 
Programme (PMP), focusing on balance and movement and 
left/right brain activities, as part of their daily programme.

Turnwald whānau, our year 3-5’s, will be focussing on 
consolidating their learning and putting in the building 
blocks for the next steps to becoming independent leaners. 
There will be a focus on Problem Solving Mathematics, 
getting Pen Licenses, having good reading strategies and 
being able to write eloquently.

Berger is undergoing a transformation – our seniors will be 
taking their classroom outside the four walls - in essence 
taking Discovery out of the classroom and into the real 
world.  We will be utilising places like the Puhoi Museum, 
Motat, Auckland Art Gallery, Massey University Library and 
Goat Island.  Our community will become an integral part of 
our seniors exploring who they are, where they come from, 
and finding that connection that makes them special. Year 6, 
7 and 8 is all about formulating relationships, pushing the 
boundaries of their knowledge and increasing their view of 
the world, and their place in it.

To top it all off - we are very fortunate to have a Japanese 
teacher joining us in April - until the end of the year!  
Masahiro Yanai is currently teaching a Year 6 class in Tokyo 
and is an amazing artist. He will add a definite cultural 
flavour to our school. Based in Turnwald whānau, Masahiro 
will be teaching Japanese language, Art and culture across 
the school.  We are also very excited by the prospect of 
learning to make great sushi and fold incredible origami!

There are a number of other initiatives that we will also be 
implementing, such as student e-portfolios, class websites, 
and sways to show current learning for each student.  We 
are aware communication between school and home could 
be improved, and will be working on possible solutions over 
the holidays, including an upgraded website.   

Our clubs and discovery learning programs will continue, as 
well as other regular highlights – such as School Lunches, 
Berger Science and Kapa haka. 

We have a few grant applications on the go – with a wish list 
including a new school van, basketball hoops and a new PE 
storage shed (to name a few). 

We are also working on a way to significantly reduce the 
cost of before and after school care for our hard-working 
families.   Currently this service covers its costs, although in 
past years, it has run at a loss to the school.  We are hoping 
to tap into other funding sources to be able to provide a 
community wide service, managed by us. 

Yes, 2016 is definitely going to be a fun filled but purposeful 
year!  Our goal is for our students to increase ownership of 
their learning and to be able to articulate clearly what they 
know, and what their next learning steps need to be.

I believe in the saying it takes a community to raise a child - 
and my new “baby” (yes, I  can admit it) is what it is because 
of your hard work.  I’d like to take this opportunity to thank 
everyone who has made 2015 such a great year, and for 
those who have made me feel so welcome and supported. 
Through the love, dedication, grit and commitment of our 
staff, parents, PTFA, Board and community we have an 
amazing school we can be incredibly proud of.

Some important dates to kick off our school year; we’re all 
back to school on Tuesday 2nd February 2016.  On Thursday 
11th February we are hosting a “meet the teacher” informal 
BBQ for all families. Our annual Fair, Feast, Fireworks 
fundraiser will be on Saturday 12th March.  As well as being 
a fabulous family night out, this is our main fundraising event 
for the year.  I look forward to seeing you all there!

Have a very merry xmas, an amazing new year and enjoy 
your summer break.   Stay safe.

Warmest Regards

Michelle Nell 



Fair
Saturday

12 March 2016

Feast Fireworks

We are currently seeking ”BIG ticket” items for our 
silent auction. If you have any ideas or potential 
sponsors, please email: ptfa@ahuroa.school.nz

You can still help us to kit out our new 
Technology Room by redeeming your Fly Buys 
points for equipment for our kitchen, or tools 
our students could use for wood, metal and 
fabric tech. Once you have redeemed your 
points, either enter us as the delivery address 
(1349 Ahuroa Road, RD 1 Warkworth) or print 
out your redemption notice, and we will 
collect from the participating store.  Then let 
us know by sending our office an email: 
office@ahuroa.school.nz.  In return, we will 
acknowledge your generous support to our 
families and community.

OUR 
TECHNOLOGY 
ROOM NEEDS 
YOUR FLYBUYS
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OUR BOARD

Eli DeMeulemeester

Paul Driver

Michelle Nell

Jessica Hanlon

Nicky Berger

Denise Mathers

Tony Meyer (Chair)

OUR TEACHERS

Michelle Nell

Jessica Hanlon 

Elaine Driver

Nik Massey

Shayne Grice

Becky Hancock-Sims

OUR SUPPORT STAFF

Christine Lambert

Theressa Butler

Olyvia Meyer

Angela Gibson

Sean Hanlon

Claire Bennett

Margaret Gibbens

Ross Young

Visit us online
www.ahuroa.school.nz

Subscribe to our Broadcast 
www.ahuroa.cabu.school.nz

Friend us on Facebook
www.facebook.com/ahuroa.schl

Check out our community 
website www.ahuroa.co.nz

Give us a call
09 422 5898

Email us
office@ahuroa.school.nz

Visit us in person
1349 Ahuroa Road
Ahuroa

2016 Dates
Term 1 2016

2 Feb - 15 April

11 Feb - Family BBQ
12 March - Feast, Fair, Fireworks

Term 2 2016
2 May - 8 July

Term 3 2016
25 July - 23 Sept

Term 4 2016
10 Oct - 16 Dec (TBC) 

WELCOME! 
 A very warm welcome to our 
new students and their families; 
Cooper, Damien, Blake and 
Patrick.  It’s lovely to have you 
at our school!
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